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On Aug. 3 during a visit in San Mateo Tlaixpan, Puebla state, President Carlos Salinas de Gortari
said 40 million Mexicans live in poverty, or about half the nation's population. He added that 17%, or
22 million of the 40 million poor, are subjected to "extreme poverty." The president's figures derive
from a government- sponsored "National Solidarity Program" which has earmarked $1 billion for
public works and services to the nation's poorest communities over the 1989-1990 period. The poor
are concentrated in rural areas, and particularly indigenous communities. (Basic data from EFE,
08/03/90)
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